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About the Composer
Bill Miller is a music composer, educator, and clinician from
Phoenix, AZ. Originally from the Chicago area, Miller moved to
Arizona in 2010 and has been a resident ever since. His primary
instrument is trumpet.

Bill received his B.A. in Music Educa�on from Grand Canyon
University in 2017 and has been ac�vely teaching music to
students of all ages both in and out of the classroom.

His experiences in educa�on have allowed him to write music that is enjoyable yet
challenging for its grade level. Bill's music has been performed all over the world. Some of his
notable works include his "Night Before Christmas...Gone Wrong", "To the Moon", "Sounds of
Ireland", and more. Outside of the concert band/choir/orchestra realm, Bill composed the
soundtracks to "Chronexia and the Eight Seals", Season 1 of the Emmy-award winning show
"CON", and "An�dote 15". Most recently, his music was included in an episode of the
"Cardinals Folktales" series for the Arizona Cardinals.

Notes for the Director
I envisioned "Sunrise of Serenity" as a piece reflec�ng the calm before the chaos, where the sun just
begins to creep over the horizon. I live in Arizona; I love the colors in the sky as the sun rises and find
it a very peaceful start to the day -- un�l, of course, the same sun melts our faces off in the summer.

I have billed this piece as a Grade 1.5, but you could make an argument (with merit) that it reads like
a 2 in some places. Outside what I've previously men�oned, the purposeful dissonance and
somewhat exposed lines (where melodies/countermelodies con�nuously overlap) may present an
ini�al challenge to your group, but not an impossible one. A few notes:

In measures 11-13, low brass/reeds have a countermelody. Whole/half note friends should be
discouraged from catching Main Character Syndrome. It returns in measure 33-34 as a truncated but
s�ll immensely important con�nua�on of this musical theme.

The trombone/euphonium/bassoon part has divisi lines throughout the piece, par�cularly the end.
This is to accommodate beginner bassoon players who may not be able to control the B♭ or A in that
register just yet as well as young trombonists/euphonium players with similar range issues. In any
case, both lines ARE important and should have some folks on each anyway.

Also on the subject of low brass/reeds, you'll no�ce that outside of the melody bits men�oned
above, there isn't a lot for them to do (at least on the surface). The challenge -- and by extension, the
fun -- will be the breath support and phrasing throughout the piece. If the ar�cula�ons and cut-offs
aren't in sync, it could torpedo the overall effect I was going for in this piece. To wit, the breath
marks are not op�onal. This will require immense control and maturity from your players.

This piece is rela�vely percussion-lite. If you are short on players, I would priori�ze �mpani, mallets,
and cymbal/mark tree. Bass/snare drum are present for flavor, but they are disposable (sounds
horrible when I say it like that, but it's an accurate descriptor in this case).
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Copyright Informa�on
Your legal purchase of this music allows you to do the following:

- Make as many copies of individual parts as you need for your ensemble.
- Make "judges'" copies of the score if needed.
- Make audio recordings of your ensemble's performance of this music.
- Make video recordings of your ensemble's performance of this music.
- Stream or otherwise perform this piece live in a concert or compe��on.
   without the need for addi�onal licensing.
- Include costumes/choreography in your performance, if applicable, without
   the need for addi�onal licensing.
- Post the score and parts in your Google Classroom for the dura�on of the
   semester or rehearsal/performance window, whichever is shorter.

Any audio or video recording made available to the public must include the �tle of the piece
and the composer's name at the bare minimum. The inclusion of any other informa�on
including program notes is at your discre�on.

You are NOT allowed to distribute this music to other schools, districts, and/or ensembles.
You are also not allowed to make changes to the music without prior wriEen permission. If
you need an altera�on to the music, you can submit a Custom Order request on the Miller
Music Crea�ons website. Failure to abide by these guidelines cons�tutes copyright
infringement.
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